Attorney Docket No. Euro-219 (086084.015000) 
Patent Appl. Serial No.: 10/802,393 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amende :d) An air separation and dirt collection device for a bagless 
vacuum cleaner comprising: 

an elongated conta ner having a cylindrical sidewall; 

a closed top and a bottom with a central opening; 

a tangential air inlet formed in the upper portion of the sidewall; 

a central hollow tube extending the full length of the container having an outwardly and 
downwardly extending skirt disposed on the mid-portion of the tube; 

the upper portion of the center tube above the skirt being open to passage of air with a 
screen covering the open i pper portion of the tube : and 

the lower portion o f the hollow tube being impervious to the passage of air ; and 

the air inlet located opposite the open upper portion of the hollow tube . 

2. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 , wherein the outer 
diameter of the skirt extend to between about 70 to 85 percent of the diameter of the cylindrical 
container. 

3. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 , wherein the 
central tube has an outer d ameter between about 35 to 45 percent of the diameter of the 
container sidewall. 

4. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 , wherein the 
bottom is hinged to the sid;wall and selectively openable for removal of dirt collected thereon. 
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5 . (Original) The air separation and dirt device collection of claim 1 , wherein the 
bottom surrounding the ce ltral tube is arcuately curved with the inside of the arc facing the 
inside of the container. 

6. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 , wherein the 
bottom is configured to engage a disk-shaped filter cartridge positioned against the outside of the 
bottom. 

7. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 6, wherein the filter 
cartridge includes a radiall y pleated filter. 

8. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 6, wherein the 
pleated filter is a HEPA f Iter. 

9. (Original) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 , wherein the open 
upper portion of the colum n includes a screening covering the openings. 

10. (Currently Amend* d) A vacuum cleaner including an elongated housing 
including a suction source and a dirty air inlet and having an opening for receiving a dirt 
separation and collection container, the container comprising: 

an elongated container having a cylindrical sidewall; 

a closed top and a bottom with a central opening; 

a tangential air inlet formed in the upper portion of the sidewall; 

a central hollow tube extending the full length of the container having an outwardly and 
downwardly extending ski 1 disposed on the mid-portion of the tube; 

the upper portion o f the center tube above the skirt being open to passage of air with a 
screen on the open portion of the tube ; and 

the lower portion o ? the hollow tube being impervious to the passage of air ; and 
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the air inlet Ideated opposite the open upper portion of the hollow tube . 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A fi Iter cartridge for a bagless vacuum cleaner having a selectively 
removable air separation arid dirt collection container, comprising: a cylindrical side wall with an 
inwardly facing flange at tie bottom; at least one cross-beam extending along a diameter of the 
opening of the flange; and a radially pleated filter element positioned in the cylindrical sidewall. 

12. (Withdrawn) The filter cartridge of claim 1 1 , further including a pin at the center of the 
filter element with a button on the upper end and the lower end extending to the cross-beam. 

1 3 . (Withdrawn) The filter cartridge of claim 1 1 , further including at least one tab 
extending from the outer vail for positioning within a vacuum cleaner housing. 

14. (Withdrawn) A filter cartridge for a bagless vacuum cleaner having a selectively 
removable air separation and dirt collection container, comprising: a cylindrical sidewall with an 
inwardly facing flange at tie bottom; at least two cross-beams extending along a diameter of the 
opening of the flange; and a radially pleated filter element positioned in the cylindrical sidewall. 

1 5 . (Withdrawn) The filter cartridge of claim 1 4, further including a pin at the center of the 
filter element with a button on the upper end and the lower end extending to the cross-beams. 

16. (Withdrawn) The filter cartridge of claim 14, further including at least one tab 
extending from the outer wall for positioning within a vacuum cleaner housing. 

17. (New) An i tir separation and dirt collection device for a bagless vacuum cleaner 
comprising: 

an elongated contai ner having a cylindrical sidewall; 
a closed top and a bottom with a central opening; 

a central hollow tube extending the full length of the container having an outwardly and 
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downwardly extending ski t dispo sed on the mid-portion of the tube; 

a tangential air inlet formed in the middle of the region of the sidewall above the skirt; 
the upper portion o f the center tube above the skirt being open to passage of air; 
the lower portion o Fthe hollow tube being impervious to the passage of air; and 
the air inlet located opposite the open upper portion of the hollow tube. 

18. (New) The air separation and dirt collection device of claim 1 7, wherein the 

bottom is hinged to the sidswall and selectively openable for removal of dirt collected thereon. 
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